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organized a meeting of the fasci of Emilia and Romagna,
which took place in Bologna on August 17. The town was
plastered with posters insulting the Duce : c Once a
traitor always a traitor', and anti-Mussolini rhymes were
sung. This local adunata turned into an opposition conference,
many representatives of other provinces being present also.
The fasci of Bologna, Ferrara, Cremona, Modena, Piacenza,
Rovigo, Forli, Venice, declared themselves c completely
opposed to the peace treaty '. The fascism of the Po Valley
and of the landowners was proclaiming its dissent. To the
latter Mussolini was a coward ; he was unsparingly
denounced for being on the point of sacrificing fascism and
treating with the c marxists' to satisfy his own ambition.
Amongst those who took part in the discussion were Italo
Balbo, of Ferrara, the deputies, Oviglio, Farinacci, Vicing
Piccinato, and Marsich. The last announced : { We have
come to the turning point of fascism. Mussolini realizes it,
but he appears to me to have lost his way. In effect there
are two solutions, one national, the other parliamentary.
We are for the national one, he for the parliamentary.'
Dino Grandi announced himself in favour of the completion
of the fascist revolution and opposed to the parliamentary
compromise, in favour of abandoning the outworn principles
of 1919 fascism for a fascism c of the new generation3. The
starting-point of this fascism was Fiume. c I was not a
legionary 33 he said, * but on the night of Ronchi11 saw the
first baptism of Italian fascism. It is there, in the constitution
of the Quarnero and its national syndicalism that we must
seek the foundation plans of the state we have to build.'
Immediately after the Bologna meeting, Mussolini handed
in his resignation from the Executive Committee of the
fasci. He was furious and depressed : £ The die is cast.
The loser must go. And I arn going, leaving the front ranks.
I remain and hope to remain a private soldier in the Milan
fascia.* A few days later Cesare Rossi, under-secretary-
general of the fasci, followed his example. In his letter of
resignation he declared that the majority of the fascist
organizations e have displayed in their regional conferences,
and, what is worse, in their daily actions, a firm and
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